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% %: Mazda USA (Mazda North American Operations )
HEEF: A H3X (Mami Kawano)

- [) 1025 Connecticut Ave NW Suite 910,
w Washington DC 20036

8 mkawano4@mazdausa.com
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EMBASSY OF JAPAN, WASHINGTON DG

"~ JAPAN

INFORMATION & CULTURE CENTER

; SASAKAWA USA

w— Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA and
The Japan Information & Culture Center, Embassy of Japan present

Recapturing Happiness

The Enduring Spirit of Ishinomaki

Late January to Mid March, 2024

Japan Information and Culture Center

Embassy of Japan . o
1150 18th Street NW Keisuke Hirai

Washington DC, 20036 PHOTO EXHIBITION

Have a question? Contact Sasakawa USA at kishidate@spfusa.org Free and open to all
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Following the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, Mr.
Keisuke Hirai travelled to Ishinomaki city in Miyagi prefecture to
begin documenting the disaster-struck area. What began as a
trip to capture recovery efforts taking place in Ishinomaki turned
into a photo project capturing moments of joy within the city’s
community despite the incomprehensible adversities that
confronted them. This photo exhibition tells the personal stories
of the residents of Ishinomaki in the years after 3.11, capturing
the resilience of the human spirit, the joy of community, and the
moments of happiness that persisted even in times of darkness.

What has also emerged following the disaster is a strengthening
of the U.S.-Japan alliance by initiatives such as Operation
TOMODACHI, a joint humanitarian assistance effort by Japan and
the U.S. to respond to the catastrophic effects of the earthquake,
tsunami, and resulting nuclear accident. Not only are bilateral
relations with respect to defense, trade, and diplomacy closer
than ever before, but the countless personal relationships
formed between the two countries also demonstrate the tightly
intertwined nature of the relationship. This exhibition reminds us
of the value of community and the happiness that shines
through even in dark times when we come together, be it as
family, neighbors, or allies.
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EIALENHYVET, COLEMADELE  H-BESEZRLELTHNEADNERDAIALGERE
MolEEDAT7-2RIT. CORR. EROERENOELHEANISHLTH-1BERTEHF SN
BEHEENHYFET . CNFTORATIE, H-1BEEZDLDAHBOXNRELO>TLV DT, [
CHABEANIZHLTRESN-ERDOH-1BEHFE N R H=5EV0 2B E81HYELI. BRE
BIE, CNhFETOHEDEMATE, BERHELGIERERTORTHELTELCHEAIS
H-1B&#HZL. EHENAMETERI IERESOIIETIMENHHEBETLTVET . 255
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2 Improving the H-1B Registration Selection Process and Program Integrity, 89 FR 7456, (Published on
Feb. 2, 2024), https://www.federalreqgister.gov/documents/2024/02/02/2024-01770/improving—the—h-1b-
registration—selection—process—and-program-integrity
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EVEHFEITER

3 8 CFR 214.2(h)(2)(i)(G) “Multiple H-1B petitions. An employer may not file, in the same fiscal year, more
than one H—-1B petition on behalf of the same alien if the alien is subject to the numerical limitations of section
214(g)(1)(A) of the Act or is exempt from those limitations under section 214(g)(5)(C) of the Act.”

4 https://www.uscis.gov/newsroom/alerts/uscis—announces—inflation—adjustment—-to—premium-processing—
fees
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English Rescue by Jennifer:

[Language and Culture |
SI=IF—RTUYY

Hot Topics — American sports

With the excitement of Super Bowl LVIII, and the thrilling news that Shohei Ohtani signed
with my hometown Dodgers, | decided to focus on popular sports in 2024. But first a note:
in case you are new to this JCAW column, in the past few years, | have spotlighted famous
American speeches, poems, podcasts and others. Back issues can be found on the JCAW
website.

Sports play a crucial role in American culture. Traditionally, baseball held the title of the
“national sport,” but in recent decades, American football has taken the lead in terms of TV
viewership. Basketball gained popularity in the 1980s, while ice hockey and soccer joined the
mainstream sports scene around the early 2000s.

These sports are collectively referred to as the “Big Five.” In the first half of the 20th century,
boxing and college football were highly popular after baseball. Golf, tennis, and college
basketball have maintained their popularity as spectator sports over the years. More recently,
mixed martial arts has gained significant attention, setting records in both attendance and TV
viewership for combat sports.

When it comes to revenue, the major professional sports leagues in the United States and
Canada include the NFL, MLB, NBA, NHL, and MLS. The NFL stands out as the world’s
largest sports league in terms of revenue, boasting a staggering $16 billion.

In this series, we will look at each one of the Big Five, including a brief history of how the game
started, the rules of the game and how
it plays a role in American culture. We e ool iood
will then look at some other sports that @ '“
are gaining or maintaining popularity in

Mast Popular Sport by State 2024

the US beside the Big Five. g
PO
It should also be noted that the “most Ine[wol  Tw | o
popular sport” in the US depends on oM ks Ne |
the state and sometimes the region. [ [ox [ta lws [ [on ot
According to World Population Review, "' “— "ﬁﬁEZ:EIZZlI

MLE Baseball

MLB baseball is the most popular sport
in Virginia, DC, Maryland, New York,
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New Jersey, and Connecticut, while NHL ice hockey is the most popular in Massachusetts,
Vermont and New Hampshire.

Do you have a favorite sport or team? | look forward to exploring this theme together and
hopefully the Dodgers will go all the way to become World Series champs this year! (shameless

plug)

https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/most-popular-sport-by-state

~ Jennifer Swanson 7A74— )L~
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lllustration by Emi Kikuchi
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