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o 2024 Jr. Japan Bowl Program
o 2024 Jr. Japan Bowl Report

[(ZSh0#x]

1. Asahi Gakuen, CA (NEW 2024)
Brown-Barge Middle School, FL (NEW 2024!)
Bunsold Middle School, OH (NEW 2024!)
Dunsmore Elementary School, CA (NEW 2024!)
Elkins Pointe Middle School, GA
Fox Mill Elementary School, VA
Great Falls Elementary School, VA
Hayfield Secondary School, VA
9. Intercultural Montessori Language School, IL
10. International Charter Academy of Georgia, GA
11. James Cooper Middle School, VA
12.Jane Addams Junior High School, IL
13.Kelly Middle School, OR
14.Langston Hughes Middle School, VA (NEW 2024!)
15.Liberty Middle School, VA (Team with LHMS, NEW 2024!)
16.Larkspur Middle School, VA (NEW 2024!)
17.Milwaukee Doyoukai Japanese Saturday School, WI
18. Omni International School, GA
19.Presidio Middle School, CA
20.Rachel Carson Middle School, VA
21.Richmond Elementary School, OR
22.Rosemont Middle School, CA (NEW 2024!)
23.South Academy of International Languages, NC
24. Thomas Dooley Elementary School, IL
25.Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School, CA (NEW 2024!)
26.Washington Japanese Heritage Center, MD
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1. BCmini (IWAKO)

Bourbon Food USA Corporation

Embassy of Japan

George Washington University East Asia National Resource Center
The Japan-America Society of Washington DC

Japanese Cultural Committee of Great Falls Elementary School
Japan Commerce Association of Washington DC-JCAW

Japan Foundation Los Angeles

9. Japan Publications Trading Co., LTD.- JPT America

10.JR Central

11. Kinokuniya USA

12.Kodansha USA

13.Mid-Atlantic Association of Teachers of Japanese

14.Morinaga America

15. National Cherry Blossom Festival, Inc.

16.0-en Network
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* Ambassador John Malott, Senior Advisor of J-LEARN

* Yuka Ohta, Japanese Cultural Committee of Great Falls ES, VA
* Noriko Otsuka, Fox Mill ES, VA

» Kaoji Otani, South County HS, VA

» Takae Tsujioka, George Washington University

» Kyoko Vaughan: Hayfield SS, VA

* Nichole Mayfield: South Lakes HS and Langston Hughes MS, VA
» Keiko Endo, Fox Mill ES, VA

+ Tomoko Hoogenboom, University of Maryland Baltimore County
* Yoshiko Mori, Georgetown University

* Cynthia Rinehart, Great Falls ES, VA

+ Akane Shirata, Washington Japanese Heritage Center, MD

» Sufumi So, Hong Kong University

* Ambassador John Malott, Senior Advisor of J-LEARN
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English Rescue by Jennifer:

[Language and Culture |
SI=IF—RTUYY

Hot Topics — American sports: College Basketball

With the excitement of Super Bowl LVIII and the thrilling news that Shohei Ohtani signed with
my hometown Dodgers, | decided to focus on popular sports in 2024. But first, a quick note:
in case you are new to this JCAW column, in the past few years, | have spotlighted famous
American speeches, poems, podcasts, and more. Back issues can be found on the JCAW
website.

Sports play a crucial role in American culture. College basketball is immensely popular due
to its high energy, passionate fan base, and unique excitement. The intense rivalries between
universities, the thrilling March Madness tournament, and the chance to see future NBA stars
all contribute to its widespread appeal. The personal and emotional investment from students
and alumni adds to the excitement, with frequent upsets and dramatic finishes keeping fans
on the edge of their seats.

History: College basketball has a rich history dating back to the late 19th century. The
first recorded college basketball game took place on January 18, 1896, when the University
of lowa invited the University of Chicago to play in lowa City, resulting in a 15-12 victory for
Chicago. The sport quickly gained popularity, and in 1939, the first NCAA men’s basketball
tournament was held, revolutionizing the college game. Over the decades, college basketball
has grown into a major sporting phenomenon, marked by intense rivalries, legendary coaches
and players, and the celebrated March Madness tournament, which captures the attention of
millions each year.

Rules: College basketball and the NBA have distinct sets of rules that create unique
gameplay experiences. College basketball games consist of two 20-minute halves, while NBA
games are divided into four 12-minute quarters. The shot clock in college basketball is 30
seconds, compared to the NBA's 24 seconds, often resulting in a slower pace. The three-point
line is closer in college basketball. Timeouts differ, with college teams having four 30-second
timeouts and one 60-second timeout per game, while NBA teams have seven timeouts
per game, each lasting 75 seconds. Players in college basketball are disqualified after five
personal fouls, whereas in the NBA, it takes six fouls or two technical fouls. College basketball
uses a possession arrow to alternate possessions for jump ball situations, unlike the NBA,
which uses a jump ball. Zone defenses are common in college basketball, whereas the NBA
has restrictions like the defensive three-second rule. Overall, college basketball emphasizes
team play and strategic defense, leading to a generally slower-paced game compared to the
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NBA, which highlights individual talent and high-scoring games. These differences contribute
to the distinct identities and experiences of college basketball and the NBA for players and
fans alike.

March Madness is immensely popular due to its unique blend of high-stakes competition,
emotional investment, and widespread participation. The NCAA Men’s Basketball Tournament
captivates fans with its single-elimination format, where every game can lead to a dramatic
upset or a Cinderella story, creating a thrilling spectacle. The tournament features 68 college
teams from across the nation, fostering intense rivalries and regional pride. The excitement is
further amplified by bracket challenges, where millions of fans predict the outcomes of each
game, adding a personal stake to the results. The tournament also showcases future NBA
stars and highlights the passion and dedication of college athletes, resonating with fans who
appreciate the purity and intensity of the college game. Extensive media coverage ensures
fans can follow the action closely, making March Madness a highly engaging and communal
experience.

NBA or College Basketball? March Madness tends to be more popular than the NBA
due to its single-elimination format, which creates high-stakes, do-or-die games that lead to
dramatic upsets and compelling underdog stories. The widespread participation in bracket
challenges adds extra engagement, while the intense passion and emotional investment of
college players and fans enhance the excitement. The tournament also fosters strong regional
and school pride, making it a highly anticipated cultural event. Additionally, it serves as a
showcase for future NBA stars, allowing fans to witness young talent perform under pressure,
further increasing its appeal.

First Round SecondRound Sweet 16 Elite s Finalfour  National Champlonship  Final Four Eiite 8 st 16 Second Round First Round
March 21:22 March 23-24 April 6 Apnil 8 April 6 820 March 23-24 March 21-22

Swi
March 2829 March 30-31 March 30-31 March 21

@®CBS SPORTS
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https://www.ncaa.com/news/basketball-men/article/2021-02-15/7-
michael-jordans-best-college-basketball-games-highlights-stats-
records

Many NBA stars began their illustrious careers as standout
players in the NCAA, showcasing their talent and potential
https://www.si.com/nba/2014/08/14/  on college basketball’'s grand stage. Legends like Michael
rare-si-photos-magic-johnson Jordan, who led the University of North Carolina to a national

championship in 1982, and Magic Johnson, who propelled
Michigan State to victory in 1979, are prime examples. More recent stars, such as Kevin
Durant, who dominated at the University of Texas, and Anthony Davis, who led the University
of Kentucky to a national title in 2012, also made significant impacts during their college years.
These athletes not only honed their skills and gained valuable experience but also captured
the imagination of fans nationwide, setting the stage for their successful transitions to the NBA.

» https://collegeinsider.com/the-importance-of-college-basketball

» https://www.rulesofsport.com/fag/what-is-the-difference-between-professional-and-
college-basketball.html

* https://www.willistonian.org/why-march-madness-is-so-much-more-popular-than-the-

nba/

~ Jennifer Swanson 7A74— )L~
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