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[Mission of Mercy: We Love Tohoku |

Mark Flanigan, Rotary Peace Fellow
International Christian University

The massive earthquake, tsunami and nuclear crisis
which hit Northeastern Japan completely devastated
much of the fisheries and agricultural industries in
the region, as well as the livelihoods of many of the
people living there. Specifically, the combined 3/11
disasters decimated the fishing industry in Miyagi
Prefecture, which had produced 80 percent of Japan’s
oyster seeds in the past few years. Japan’s seabed
moved by as much as 79 feet (24 meters) during the
giant earthquake—the largest earthquake slip ever
recorded, scientists say.

Like many foreigners living in Japan, | wanted to help out in some way, but did not know how.
| had been traveling outside Japan during spring break, visiting my sister in Russia, and had
to fly back to the US for a few weeks. Once it was determined to be safe enough for people
in my Rotary Peace Fellows academic program to return, | finally came back to Tokyo. Once
| resettled into school here at ICU, | heard of a unique volunteer opportunity that would allow
me to contribute to the Tohoku relief efforts in some way.

From May 37-7", over Golden Week in Japan, | was part of a combined volunteer group
(male and female) of 90 Japanese students and
35 international students from over 20 different
countries. We traveled north on buses provided by the
Seibu Lions up to Ishinomaki, Miyagi prefecture, as
student volunteers for the “The ROAD Project.” This
Project was sponsored by the Nippon Foundation,
in conjunction with Gakuvo and the Nikkei Youth
Network. Our main task was to help the fishermen and
oyster producers in the Fukiurahama, Oshikahama,
Makinohama, Sudachiurahama and Kitsunezaki
communities, to help remove the earthquake and
tsunami-related rubble and collect valuable fishing
equipment that would be essential once their industry
hopefully recovers.

Although | had previously worked on disaster
preparedness and response issues in my previous
job with the US government, this was my first time
ever seeing a disaster zone firsthand, which was
completely unlike anything | have ever experienced.
As our buses rolled through central Ishinomaki city,
we witnessed mile after mile of destroyed shops,
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schools, factories, houses, cars and ships cast from sea upon the land. Even though | had seen
the images of Tohoku on TV and on the Internet, the sensory overload of so much destruction
was nearly overwhelming up close. It was quite hard for me and many of the other volunteers
to deal with processing all the overwhelming sights and smells in person. Nonetheless, we
knew we were there to help people in need and we went straight to work.

Our work involved cleaning up houses that had been
flooded by sea water, retrieving buoys and anchors
that had been scattered all about the peninsula by the
force of the tsunami, and collecting shells that were
used to harvest the oyster catch each year. Naturally,
the fishermen and their families were a bit hesitant to
open up to us at first, but we gradually built up a level
of trust with them that allowed us to assist them in
the massive clean-up job at hand. Although we were
just there a few short days, we were hopefully able to
make some impact in their lives, no matter how small.
The people of these communities really impressed me with their strong spirit and desire to
continue life in the face of such tragedy, even though their homes were destroyed and ability
to work severely impacted by 3/11.

On a personal note, | could not help thinking of Ms. Taylor Anderson, the young JET Program
participant who lived in Tohoku and died in the Tsunami that ravaged her community there. As
a former JET myself, | was moved by her sacrifice, and felt glad to give something back to the
region in her honor. Although | never met Taylor, she and | both shared a deep love for Japan
and its ancient culture. | hope | was able to honor her memory in some way by helping out in
the region she called home these past few years.

In closing, | would very much like to thank those
survivors in Ishinomaki who accepted us as volunteers
in their damaged communities for the first time, as
well as all the diverse students who participated and
the different organizations who supported us and
made this unique project possible. The need is still
great, so | hope people don’t forget the needs of those
communities in Tohoku and that both Japanese and
international volunteers will continue to travel to the
region in the future as long as needed. For the love of
Tohoku, it is one of the best ways we can help.

For opportunities on volunteering for those in Japan, or to find out more about relief efforts on
the ground, please contact Mr. Akira Uchimura, of the Nikkei Youth Network at the link below:

http://nikkeiyouth.com/2011/05/19/isvolunteers2/

Note: You don’t necessarily have to be a student, or bilingual, in order to volunteer. Many more
trips are being planned. Please contact the Nikkei Youth Network for further information.
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English Rescue by Jennifer:
THARADEENSTVRERTED)

DIZIF—RITIY

“SEE/WATCH/LOOK at”

Many people ask me the difference between these three verbs. They all mean almost the
same thing, but they are used differently.

First of all, SEE is a non-action verb. We can see something because our eyes are
open. Seeing is a physical action, not a planned action. We cannot use NON-ACTION verbs
with the progressives, so we know we cannot say: | AM SEEING a movie. We say: SEE the
things in the room, SEE my friend at the mall (same as meet), SEE my friend’s new car.

Next, WATCH/LOOK at are action verbs. WATCH means to look at something or someone
on purpose, for a sustained period of time. We say: WATCH TV, WATCH a baseball game,
WATCH your children playing in the park.

Finally. LOOK at means to look at on purpose; look at something for a reason. Also, we LOOK
at something for a shorter period of time than WATCH. We say: LOOK at the clock, LOOK at
my iphone, LOOK at the birds in the garden.

Now try your new knowledge:

1.1 many things in this room.

2. lam the clock. | want to know what time it is.
3.Bob is TV.

4.1 can a bird outside my window.

5.1 the new Pirates of the Carribean movie.

6. | need to my schedule and decide the meeting time.

Answers: 1. see, 2. looking at, 3. watching, 4. see, 5. saw/watched, 6. look at

~Jennifer Swanson 70 J1—)L ~
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us-japan.ora/dc/pdf/2011/ELS%20Spring%202011%20Regqistration.pdf
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