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The future of the U.S./Japan relationship is a much-discussed “
topic of many papers and studies. | submit the following three
proposals for universities and think-tanks to consider. My proposals
do not reflect the views of the Japan Commerce Association of
Washington, D.C. or those of the company that | work for.

Proposal 1: To Educate Young Japanese with Visiting
Americans in Japan

| propose that universities and institutions develop a program
called the “American Lecture Series for Japanese university
students” at the undergraduate and postgraduate levels in Tokyo.
This program will help increase the number of Japanese university
students being exposed to American perspectives and personalize
their relationship with American leaders without going to the United States.

Now is the time to launch a program to stop the decline of Japanese interest toward the
United States. Under such a program, we can utilize American government, military, business
and cultural leaders, policy experts and academia who are visiting Japan to educate young
Japanese people and provide for an intensive exchange of thoughts, ideas and management
skills with Americans.
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Some institutions maintain a large number of American professionals who have a good basic
understanding of Japan. These institutions can make a quick start of the lecture series by
mobilizing these people as their first speakers, developing the program through its contacts
with the U.S. government agencies, think-tanks and major American corporations.

Proposal 2: Japanese Lecture Series for American Students

Universities in the U.S. could host a counterpart program in the United States. This program
would be called the “Japanese Lecture Series”. Under the program, Japanese business leaders,
academia and government leaders can meet with post graduate students in Washington, D.C.
and New York City to discuss issues that the two countries are faced with.

The “American Lecture Series for Japanese university students” would put priority on mass
education of Japanese students whereas the “Japanese Lecture Series” would have a much
more focused curriculum for post-graduate students in the United States. Japan is not a center
of attention among American students and therefore, the program needs to provide educated
Americans with current issues and policy perspectives. Japanese speakers would shed light
on Japan, and of course, areas of mutual concern in Asia.

Universities in Tokyo and the U.S. can host the lecture series. Each school would receive
positive attention in the other nation. Each school could offer a one year exchange students
(the cost being offset on each side).

Proposal 3: The Need for a Think-Tank

To counteract the declining Japanese interest in the U.S.-Japan relationship and to support
both of the proposed lecture series programs mentioned above, one can establish the first of
its kind American think-tank in Tokyo. The think-tank would interact with universities, media
and government policy makers in Japan. It can play a role as an institutional knowledge center
for Japan and eventually in Asia.

Such a think-tank would help restore interest in our key bilateral relationship and the two
countries’ important role in regional and global stability. We may call this initiative “Vision for
the Next 25 Years”. The “Vision for the Next 25 Years” would introduce the global perspectives
on major issues including aging society, sustainability of energy and water, global warming,
economic development and creation of stable economic and political frameworks in Asia.
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U.S.-Japan Task Force Holds Second Meeting

Sumitomo Corporation of America, VP & General Manager &+t =X
Honda North America, Inc. Vice President EH [£H

Members of the “Mansfield Foundation Task Force on Crafting a Contemporary U.S.-Japan
Vision for Shared Progress and Prosperity” met for the second time December 13-16 in Tokyo.

This task force, a partnership with the Japan
Commerce Association of Washington (JCAW) and
the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry
of New York (JCCI), was launched last year in
commemoration of the 2012 centennial celebration of
Japan’s gift of cherry trees to the United States. The
task force is comprised of American and Japanese
experts from the private sector, academia, and
government, including alumni Mansfield Fellows and
U.S.-Japan Network for the Future participants. It is
guided by a Senior Advisory Committee that includes
Mansfield Foundation Board members Tom Schieffer

Members of the task force heard perspectives

L. from the Japanese Diet. Pictured here are the
(former U.S. Ambassador to Japan) and Alicia Ogawa  Honorable Yoshimasa Hayashi, the Honorable

(Senior Advisor, Columbia Business School) as well Mieko Nakabayashi, and Senior Advisory

as Kent Calder (Director, Edwin O. Reischauer Center ~ Committee member Kent Calder (SAIS).

for East Asian Studies and Director, Japan Studies,
SAIS).

During three days of meetings in Tokyo, task force members met with international business
representatives, Japanese government and private sector leaders, young scholars, and U.S.
embassy officials. They also further developed a vision statement and strategic initiatives
that emerged from their first meeting in Montana last September. The culmination of the task
force’s work will be a spring event in Washington, when the group’s preliminary conclusions
will be shared with the policy community and the public. For a full list of participants and more
information about the task force, please click here.
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15 AT (XRachel Schlesinger Concert Hall & Arts Center at
Northern Virginia Community College, Alexandria, Campus
3001 N. Beauregard St., Alexandria, Virginia.

HEEKRKASL0NDS75,. ZES10M5$75, 18F LLT$5, F
TG EELLBRILEHE1£703-548-0885 FTHEELVER |
LEd, H B : www.nationalcherryblossom-

festival.org
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F)B(KREFEEESI13FICEYNEBFINZIEEN-DIX1865F) . COFHY—HEDEE
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lllustration by Emi Kikuchi
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DIEMR 1EHEST, YTV A 52 Eo=Y., TO5 CEEHREFIEZ A2 EMNTREICHEST=-DT, 1
SN MDA FA=—RIKHE. SLAXTILREBRRE. VAL T+ YEBRREDE LS
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(NEW LEADER 20115 12A 5 &KV ER#)

lllustration by Emi Kikuchi
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English Rescue by Jennifer:
THARADEENSTVEERTED)

DIZIF—RITIY

One of the reasons | moved to Washington DC from Tokyo (instead of New York City) was
the long connection DC has with Japan through the Cherry Blossom trees. In 1912, Tokyo
Mayor Yukio Ozaki gifted Washington DC and New York City with 100 cherry blossom trees.
The New York trees were distributed around the city, but the DC trees were planted around
the newly built Tidal Basin and looked after by the National Park Service. This year, 2012,
marks the 100" anniversary of the gift of trees from Japan and is a measure of the friendship
between the two countries.

So, how will you celebrate this year?

In Japan, people do fE &. When | lived in Japan, my friends often invited me to fER and
| always enjoyed it. American people do not have the same concept. Instead we may do
“a picnic” under the trees. But, during a picnic, there is no 71574 %, no instruments and
no alcohol (especially on National Park Service areas.) And American picnic is usually
sandwiches, chips, potato salad and vegetable sticks. Plus some kind of dessert like
cookies.

In Japan, | also saw #&#%. This is also a Japanese concept. Since we don’t have this
tradition in the USA, there is no word, rather an explanation. “Viewing cherry blossom trees
at night.” Or “Night illumination of the cherry blossom trees.”

If you want to share Japanese culture with your American friends, make a traditional &7E
R#F 4 (Japanese boxed lunch) and invite them to share in a “Japanese picnic under the
cherry blossom trees.” But, leave the 7574 at home!

Please feel free to email me anytime with questions or suggestions for future English
Rescue. Jeniko3@gmail.com (AAETESE)

~Jennifer Swanson 7AJ4— /L~

BRICTITEAEEFRIC. BRAEFHMOBEEEZFSL, BAEETLEHV-RRE
AML. BEXXREXZHEN. BAGREM. AREBERACRELYA D,
REINIZBRELHZ S

BRTOSESFLGRRERIC, ZHEMELVEEBLYRVZRHALTHE
j—o

BRBEEBLYAVTIIETHE/XEEZZEP TY, 5L<IE: http://www.us-
japan.org/dc/pdf/2011/ELS%20Spring%202011%20Registration.pdf
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3RS WmERKE

DOV EBAIRKE, “BREFAETIURTELNSIFE
[CERIEIZDHMDEMRMICELHRICHEO>TLE = "1ED
UM ORGR, BICREEAFBREVNSIREBELLLVA A
_:)o

COHILDAA—DHEYFEDRIGEHE, ED XSG
BTHEY LIFoN=DTLEID,

SHo100FR/. EABEON-1912F DA ERELTIX1905F (< TL=H
BHENOHATTEBRICHRY ., R—YTRAEHHERICR AL REBAFICRY
HNRHEFHBE L REMN o LHERISNFET,

R—YIRENHEERNNE NS AV ESFE/NRE (=MD B-2259)
EIRKBEEHDABFERENSREAZOBLIBNEE CTEBITH (S
REB)ERTRICKE~NDHRFTEEZBREL. COTODIMNIKREATLELIZE
FEHRFEELATHNET,

AELHYDMEREZAIVT RBELLVWEE . ZLTEDLILEFEZLRY
HBAAEDTEDTHALLEENFET,

SHEHEIETXELTVWS—EDAANUIL, FINEINE3DDITFIE2—H

ERGCEEBESNTEYELT. REIZEDEHRDENNCXIEZHEFITHSDOHT
ERS

REFETHEHOELLIASRRTYT ., HFHI100FFETEERY LIT5—BIIC
BYFEITNILERTT,

A5 - Rk
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